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which he would assume, but also to declare that they would
regard that step as not having taken place, and would oppose
to it every obstacle in their power, and would begin by
sending a squadron before Alexandria and on the coast of
Syria."1

To add to all these threats, Palmerston made it dear to
Mohammed Ali that " if hostilities should break out between
the Sultan and the Pasha, the Pasha must expect to find Great
Britain taking part with the Sultan .. . and the Pasha would
fatally deceive himself if he were to suppose that any jealousies
among the Powers of Europe would prevent those Powers
from affording to the Sultan every assistance which might be
necessary for this purpose of upholding, enforcing and
vindicating his just and legitimate rights."2

Nesselrode, the Russian Chancellor, answered that the task
of Europe was to uphold the status quo; and Metternich, the
reactionary Austrian Chancellor, said typically that "the
repose of the world should not be disturbed," thus implying
that Egypt's independence would inevitably upset the balance
of power in the Mediterranean world.

Mohammed Ali was therefore left no choice but to depend
on his arms. He could not hope for help from either France or
England, But though Mohammed Ali was conscious of
Palmerston's ill will towards him, he had endeavoured by
every means in his power to win the good wishes of the English
Government. He had sent missions to England; afforded
invaluable help to the success of the overland route to India;
and acquiesced, though with a bad grace, in the occupation of
Aden by the British Indian troops in 1837. In face of all these
proofs of friendship, Palmerston had to modify his policy with
regard to Mohammed Ali. He sent Bowring, a prominent
member of Parliament, to Egypt and the Near East to report
officially on the state of affairs and the progress made in
Mohammed Ali's dominions. He instructed his ambassador in
Constantinople to press strongly on the Sultan that, while on
the one hand Great Britain would undoubtedly assist him to
repel any attack on the part of Mohammed Ali, it would, on
the other hand, be a different question if the war was begun by
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